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FOG Gallery presents Marie Tomanova’s first solo exhibition in Slovakia, Clouds and Plums. The
exhibition introduces a new body of work by Tomanova, Song of Exile, that can be seen in the outdoor
install. It also brings together several of Tomanova’s established bodies of work done in New York City
and in the Czech Republic - First Roll: Kate and Odie (2025); New York New York (2021); It Was Once My
Universe (2019). Clouds and Plums, then, is about the reconciliation of disparity — really a bringing
together. While displacement, distance and time have been major themes in Tomanové’s work — and
still remain to be - Clouds and Plums is an opportunity to erase those aspects to focus more directly
on the photograph itself; the power of the image to evoke an internal landscape - plums ripe with
feeling; clouds soft and vaporous.

Photographs exhibited from New York New York and It Was Once My Universe bounce between
portraits of youth taken in New York City and photographs of Tomanova’s childhood home in Mikulov
- the photographs are from when she was first able to return home in eight years and reveal a sense
of wonder in the mundane joined to a sense of unfamiliarity in the familiar of home and family. The
date stamp is still set to New York City time, even though she is in Czech Republic. Two photographs
from First Roll: Kate and Odie provide a rare glimmer of that June day in Brooklyn in 2017 when
Tomanova first took one roll of 35 mm photographs with Kate and her now ex-partner, Odie, in their
bathtub. It was an afternoon that resulted in her iconic image Kate and Odie (2017), the cover of her
Young American book (2019).

For Tomanova, the experience of taking the photograph is the most powerful part of the process
of photography and one could even argue that the resulting photograph itself is less important
to her than the connection and experience of working with others. The photograph is simply a trace
of that interaction.

At FOG Gallery, Tomanova introduces a new project she is currently shaping, Song of Exile that brings
together portraiture and the photographs of the natural world. This creation, or linking, or punctuating
a body of portraiture with landscape or perhaps it is the opposite, punctuating a body of landscape
with portraiture is a compelling approach, particularly after Tomanovéd’s New York New York work,
which merged portrait and place into one photograph. It also strongly links to Tomanova’s earlier
Young American work in the sense that she was interested in photographing the social landscape
at the same time she was taking self-portraits in nature as a means of seeing herself in the new
environment of the United States. Thus, Song of Exile, a still nascent exploration, most likely into self
and environment, and perhaps memory, continues themes with which Tomanova has been working
for a decade.

Clouds and Plums, Plums and Clouds - to say it fast and to repeat it over and over begins to sound like
“Plumbs” and Clouds, an interesting opposition, then, that evokes, or merges both depth and height.
Opposition and evocation, transitional states of matter or being, different states of mind-obfuscation,
may be the perfect place to plumb the depths of clouds, to feel their swirling density, to breathe in their
mist, to imagine what could be.
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Galéria FOG predstavuje prvu samostatnu vystavu Marie Tomanovej na Slovensku s nazvom Clouds
and Plums (Oblaky a slivky). Vystava uvadza novy subor diel Tomanovej s nazvom Song of Exile, ktory
je mozné vidiet v exteriérovej instalécii. Zaroven spaja viacero uz etablovanych cyklov, vytvorenych
v New Yorku a v Ceskej republike - First Roll: Kate and Odie (2025); New York New York (2021); It Was
Once My Universe (2019). Clouds and Plums je o zmiereni rozdielnosti — v skuto¢nosti o ich spajani.
Vykorenenie, vzdialenost a Cas boli a nadalej zostavaju hlavnymi témami tvorby Tomanovej. Clouds
and Plums ponuka prileZitost tieto aspekty na chvilu odsunut a sustredit sa bezprostrednejsie
na samotnu fotografiu — na silu, s akou obraz vyvolava vnutornd krajinu: slivky zrelé citom, oblaky
makké a vzdusné.

Fotografie vystavené zo stiborov New York New York a It Was Once My Universe sa pohybuju medzi
portrétmi mladych ludi nasnimanymi v New Yorku a fotografiami Tomanovej domova z detstva
v Mikulove. Tie vznikli v obdobi, ked sa po ésmich rokoch prvykrat mohla vratit domov. Odhaluju
pocit Uzasu nad vSednostou spojeny s pocitom nezndmeho v dévernom prostredi domova a rodiny.
Datum na fotoaparate bol stale nastaveny na newyorsky ¢as, hoci sa autorka nachadzala v Cesku.
Dve fotografie zo suboru First Roll: Kate and Odie prindsaju vzacny zéblesk toho junového dna roku
2017 v Brooklyne, ked Tomanova prvykrat nafotila jeden kotuc 35 mm filmu s Kate a Odie, ktori v tom
Case tvorili par. Bolo to popoludnie, z ktorého vzisla jej ikonicka fotografia Kate and Odie (2017) v ich
vani, pouzita na obalke knihy Young American (2019).

Pre Tomanovu je samotny akt fotografovania najsilnejSou sucastou fotografického procesu - dalo by
sa dokonca povedat, Ze vysledna fotografia je pre fiu menej délezitd nez spojenie a skusenost, ktoru
zdiela s ludmi, s ktorymi pracuje. Fotografia je len stopou tejto interakcie.

V galérii FOG Tomanova predstavuje novy, prave vznikajuci projekt Song of Exile, ktory spaja portrétnu
tvorbu s fotografiami prirodného sveta. Toto prepojenie - alebo preplietanie, pripadne prerusovanie -
suboru portrétov krajinou, ¢i naopak, suboru krajinarskych zéberov portrétmi, je pozoruhodnym
pristupom, najma po sérii New York New York, v ktorej Tomanova spojila portrét a miesto do jednej
fotografie. Silne to suvisi aj s jej skorsim cyklom Young American,vzmysle, Ze ju zaujimalo fotografovanie
socialnej krajiny stibezZne s tvorbou autoportrétov v prirode, ako spdsob videnia seba samej v novom
prostredi Spojenych statov. Song of Exile, stale este len rodiaci sa projekt, ktory bude s najvacsou
pravdepodobnostou skimat vlastné ja a prostredie, pravdepodobne aj paméat, tak nadvazuje na témy,
ktorym sa Tomanova venuje uz desat rokov.

Clouds and Plums, Plums and Clouds - ked'sa to povie rychlo a opakovane, za¢ne to zniet ako ,Plumbs*
and Clouds - zaujimavy protiklad, ktory spaja hibku a vy$ku. Protikladnost a evokacia, prechodné
skupenstva hmoty ¢i bytia, rozne stavy mysle - zahmlenie je mozno tym najlepsim miestom na to, aby
sme sa ponorili (plumb) do hibky oblakov, pocitili ich virivi hustotu, nadychli sa ich hmly a predstauvili
si, ¢o by mohlo byt.
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